CEMA and FAO

Mechanization: a game-changer for sustainable agrifood systems
On 9th June 2022 CEMA and FAO held a hybrid event hosted by FAO to showcase their long-standing
collaboration.
From basic hand tools to sophisticated motorized equipment, mechanization covers all levels of
farming and processing technologies. Where it is adopted, it can offer a range of benefits, helping
to reduce hard labor, relieve labor shortages, improve productivity and efficient use of resources,
enhance market access and mitigate climate related hazards. It can be a game changer for farm
work – and a key component in developing sustainable agrifood systems.
The production and distribution of machinery and equipment for agricultural development, and
innovations in this area, are driven by the private sector, and require substantial investment. To
make mechanization truly sustainable - economically viable, socio-economically acceptable and
environmentally friendly - it must be climate-smart and affordable, especially for small-scale
farmers, and available to groups which are likely to face more challenges in accessing and using
agricultural inputs, such as women and youth.
As technology advances, the opportunities for mechanization to contribute to productivity and
efficiency multiply. Digitalization offers great potential for productivity gains, sustainability of
agrifood systems and innovation in the agricultural sector, but ensuring successful adoption,
especially in areas where digital literacy is lower, requires the involvement of a number of
stakeholders, including manufacturers, dealers, repairers, digital solution providers, public
institutions, financing enterprises, and mechanization hire service providers.
This process is supported by the Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations (FAO) and
the European Agricultural Machinery Industry Association (CEMA), who have worked together since
2015 to promote sustainable agricultural mechanization across agrifood value chains, from
production to post-harvest handling and processing. CEMA, an association whose network
represents both large multinational companies and numerous European SMEs active in the sector,
works to advance agricultural machinery and solutions for sustainable farming. Over the past seven
years, the partnership has focused on regions where mechanization has the greatest potential to
increase agricultural production and productivity and improve livelihoods.
The ongoing collaboration between FAO and CEMA also supports the operationalization of the
Framework for Sustainable Agricultural Mechanization in Africa (F-SAMA). F-SAMA was launched in
October 2018 following an Africa-wide consultative process conducted by the African Union
Commission and the FAO. It helps to guide policy and decision-makers on mainstreaming
sustainable agricultural mechanization in national and regional agricultural development
programmes, focusing on boosting farm power through technology and innovative business models,
promoting innovative financing mechanisms, and developing sustainable systems to manufacture
and distribute mechanization inputs in AUC Member States and Regional Economic Communities in
Africa.
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Against the backdrop of rising fertilizer and energy costs, exacerbated by conflict, climate change,
and the COVID-19 pandemic, FAO and CEMA have committed to advancing their joint work –
renewing their collaboration for another four years – with the goal of promoting new technologies
and business models and increasing available data on agricultural machinery.
Going forward, FAO and CEMA will also provide support to enhance F-SAMA’s geographical scope
and coverage. This will build on the work undertaken by FAO thus far, which has included the
creation of a suite of didactic materials and provision of capacity development for investors and
mechanization service providers.
On 9th June 2022 CEMA and FAO got together to reaffirm their commitment to an ever more
profitable partnership. During a hybrid event hosted by FAO in Rome, the two organizations outlined
future scenarios on sustainable mechanization interventions. The event saw participation from FAO
Chief Scientist Ismahane Elouafi, CEMA President Thierry Krier and high-level representatives from
both FAO and CEMA, as well as Her Excellency Mietani Chauke, Permanent Representative of
Zimbabwe.

Figure 1- CEMA President Thierry Krier and FAO Chief Scientist Ismahane Elouafi. Photo copyright: FAO
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Figure 2 – Showcasing the collaboration between FAO and CEMA. Photo copyright: FAO

Figure 3 - The CEMA and FAO delegations meet in Rome on 9th June 2022. Photo copyright: FAO
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Read more:
•
•
•

FAO/CEMA partnership (FAO website)
FAO/CEMA partnership – MoU renewal December 2021 (CEMA website)
Hybrid event: Showcasing the collaboration between the FAO and CEMA

For further information please contact:
Enrica Belfiori, CEMA Communications Manager
Phone: +32 2 706 81 75
Email: enrica.belfiori@cema-agri.org

About CEMA
CEMA aisbl (www.cema-agri.org) is the association representing the European agricultural
machinery industry. With 10 national member associations, the CEMA network represents both
large multinational companies and numerous SMEs active in this sector.
The industry comprises about 7,000 manufacturers, producing more than 450 different types of
machines with an annual turnover of about €40 billion (EU28 – 2016) and 150,000 direct employees.
CEMA companies produce a large range of machines that cover any activity in the field from seeding
to harvesting, as well as equipment for livestock management.
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